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Press Release 

17 February 2024 
 

Joint Entrance Examination [JEE (Main)] – 2024 Session 1  

The National Testing Agency (NTA) conducted the Joint Entrance Examination (Main) – 2024 

Session 1 (January 2024) in about 544 Centres in 291 Cities (including 21 cities outside India). 

The session was conducted in 10 shifts which is 02 shifts less than the previous year despite 

the number of registered candidates going up to 1221624 as compared to the previous year's 

count of 860064 i.e. an increase of  27%.  

As per the norms followed by NTA, various Question papers of a similar nature in content were 

prepared and randomly selected for each shift without knowledge of the difficulty level of each 

Question paper.  

 

The varied difficulty level in Question papers is an inherent part and parcel of multi-shift 

examination and thus Normalization is the preferred mode for deciding scores. There is no 

equivalence between raw scores and normalized scores.  

The “Normalization procedure based on Percentile Score” was used to ensure that candidates 

were neither benefitted nor disadvantaged due to the difficulty level of the examination.  

 

As per the policy, the NTA does not release the raw scores, it only releases the percentile. The 

Percentile Score is the Normalized Score for the examination (instead of the raw marks of the 

candidate) and is used for the preparation of the merit lists. In the event of the percentiles for the 

multi-shifts being dissimilar/unequal, the lowest will be the eligibility cut-off for that category 

for all candidates (i.e. all shifts). Raw marks obtained by the candidates in different 

shifts/sessions are converted to NTA Score. 

 

The distribution of candidates was ensured as per the Normalization Procedure to make it of a 

homogenous nature based on the report of the Committee of Experts consisting of reputed 

professors of the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Indian Institute of Science (IISc), and 

the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) in November 2018 and reviewed in October 2020.  

Normalization Procedure is an internationally accepted system designed for direct comparison 

by transforming the marks onto a common scale and is available in the Information Bulletin of 

JEE (Main) – 2024. 

 

The date/shift/slot of examination is randomly allotted by the computer as per the normalization 

process. During Session 1,  it was ensured that each shift was equally distributed in terms of 

candidate count, gender, and category.  
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The process ensures that all candidates appearing in a shift are administered the same question 

paper with jumbled questions and options. In this sense, they are being tested on a level playing 

field. It is a common practice that, in such a case, a candidate who scores, say, 75 marks will 

always be ranked higher than any other candidate with lower marks, say 70. 
 

The Percentile Score indicates the percentage of candidates that have scored EQUAL TO OR 

BELOW (same or lower raw scores) that particular Percentile in that examination. Therefore the 

topper (highest score) of each shift will get the same Percentile of 100 which is desirable. The 

marks obtained between the highest and lowest scores are also converted to appropriate 

Percentiles as per the following formula: 

100 X Number of candidates who appeared in the 'Session' with raw score EQUAL TO OR LESS than the candidate  

Total number of the candidates who appeared in the 'Session.' 
 

The percentile of candidates appearing in various shifts of the JEE (Main) – 2024 Session 1 

calculated as per the above formula and declared on 12 February 2024, is as under: 

Percentile 
27 Jan 

Shift 1 

27 Jan 

Shift 2 

29 Jan 

Shift 1 

29 Jan 

Shift 2 

30 Jan 

Shift 1 

30 Jan 

Shift 2 

31 Jan 

Shift 1 

31 Jan 

Shift 2 

01 Feb 

Shift 1 

01 Feb 

Shift 2 

100 8 1 1 4 1 3 2 1 1 1 

99 - 100 1180 1214 1203 1231 1206 1185 1225 1186 1170 1103 

98 - 99 1190 1267 1172 1220 1163 1181 1254 1179 1121 1077 

97 - 98 1245 1245 1179 1211 1242 1205 1187 1175 1152 1131 

96 - 97 1120 1202 1283 1190 1195 1219 1247 1100 1111 1056 

95 - 96 1234 1192 1177 1186 1170 1095 1212 1152 1265 1043 

94 - 95 1159 1285 1105 1183 1143 1269 1144 1198 1051 1189 

93 - 94 1291 1134 1228 1291 1156 1144 1289 1265 1105 1027 

92 - 93 1089 1249 1187 1131 1347 1145 1089 997 1115 1005 

91 - 92 1176 1142 1133 1230 1065 1251 1375 1354 1256 1181 

90 - 91 1299 1351 1197 1323 1173 1188 1305 963 1294 1195 

 

S. No. Exam Date Shift Male Female Total 

1 27/01/2024 1 82371 39816 122187 

2 27/01/2024 2 85659 39613 125272 

3 29/01/2024 1 82589 39734 122323 

4 29/01/2024 2 84089 40759 124848 

5 30/01/2024 1 80761 41037 121798 

6 30/01/2024 2 80936 40092 121028 

7 31/01/2024 1 83389 41705 125094 

8 31/01/2024 2 81088 39829 120917 

9 01/02/2024 1 81237 39968 121205 

10 01/02/2024 2 78568 38384 116952 
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After the declaration of the result of the JEE (Main) – 2024 Session 1, there have been numerous 

issues raised about the candidates with lower marks getting higher percentile.  

 

It is reiterated that the JEE (Main) – 2024 Session 1 examination has been conducted as per the 

norms and procedures followed for the conduct of any high-stakes examination thereby 

providing fair and equal opportunity for all candidates.   

 

 

 

*** 

                                                                      

                                                                                   

                                   
(Dr. Sadhana Parashar) 

                                         Senior Director (Exams) 
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NTA: No uneven distribution 
of candidates in JEE (Main) 
NTA Director Clarifies Slots Randomly Allotted By Computer 

New Deihl: Na tional Testing 
AUlhority on ~Tlday dc:n ied 
any bunching of 24°. of the 
nearly 12.2 lakh JEE (Main) 
candidates in the fin! (mom· 
Ing)sbift of Jan 27 or C\1!Jl dis
IribUllonof 65°. of cllndldmes 
act"OS8 four shifts of the first 
two days. as alleged by some. 
and stressed thai all standard 
laid down procedures were fol
!O\\"OO across shifts 01' the first 
.session of metes!. 

A series of social media 
posts by some asplmms, on
line educators and coaching 
centres since the announce. 
men! of the resultsof thefirst 
.sessIon on Feb 13 alleged [hal 
candidates were diSlrlbUled 
une\"enl)' across shins. 
either to fa\"Our some or It 
was a resul t of negllgC'Jlceon 
the purt of !\'TA. They 
claimed it led to a dlsadvan· 
tagcfor s tudents whose shifts 
had morecamlldates. 

BUI analyslsof Ihedataon 
distribution or candidates. 
excllls\\"1!iyaccessed by TOI. 
found thaI each shin com
prlsednllproxlmmely9.9o. lo 
10..3 .... of the tOlal registered 
candidntes. This pallern W8.!l 
8150 rcnected In the gender· 
wise distribution. The nnal 
(10th) shift held on Feb 2 had 
9.6°. of thccandidales. 

JEE'S REPORT CARD 
JEE (Main) January 2024 shift·wise distn"butioo of lGal regiStered candidates for Paper 1 (BEl BTech) 
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A YouTuber. whose video 
garnered 9.6k likes, claimed 
thu t 23.8°. (2.9 Iakh) of the 
candidates were assigned to 
the fIrst s hift on the Initial 
day (Jan 27), while claim InK 
tha i the second s hift of the 
day accommodated 15.9' (4.8 
inkh), which is approximate. 
ly 40°. (4.8 iakh) of the total 
reg istrations. tlowever. as 
per NTA data, the nrst 
twO shills had 1.22lakh (10') 
and 1.25 la kh (10.3-') candi
dates respect ively: 

NTA di rector General 
Subodh Kumar Singh said. 
"Thedate/shUlIslots are ran
dom!)' allotted by the comput
er as per the normalisation 
process. h has OOcn ensured 

..., 
112,187 
1,2.5.272 

112J2J 
1l4.848 

111.798 
IlI,028 

1l5,094 
llO,917 

IlIlOS 
1.16.952 

TatII 12.21,624 

10 
10.3 

10 
10> 

10 ,., 
103 ,., ,., ,., 

that each shift Is no t only 
l'qually distributed in terms 
of candidutes but also In 
gender and category·wise 
repl'1'SCntalion." 

Some a lleged that there 
was a skewed distribution 
even on the shifts of the SC<:
ond da,}; ranging from 11 °. to 
14 ... and 14.5°. to\7°. of candl· 
datcsappearing, respecl["~ly: 
II0wc\'er, dIna showed Ihal for 
the morning shin of Jan 29. 
the number was 1.22 lakh 
(1000)and l.24lnkh (10.2-') for 
theafternoonshiR. 

Concerns werealso raised 
on substantial Increase In the 
marks difference between 
sh iRs for thesame percentlie. 
which used to be In the range 

1.180 •••••••• 8 
1114 . 1 

0 ' 
•••• 4 

0' 
•••• 3 

00 ' 

0' 
1.170 . 1 

_-' 1.103 . 1 

' 1.003 
of I5to20but th islimerosc to 
7().80. . ·or each sh 1ft, 
NTA maintains four sets of 
question papers. 

NTA experts salda particu· 
L1r SCOI1lln a spcctnc shift lhat 
earned II 90 pen:ent ile may not 
achieve the same percentile In 
n dllTcrcnt shlft. An expert 
ciarlncd, R\our percentile is 
relative to the scores of the 
candid.1tes In your shift. 
Therefore. while you may re
ach the99 pen:entile ..... lth a rei· 
atively low raw score because 
your cohon's highest score is 
relall\'ciy ICM~ the same raw 
score will nOi >'IeW 8 slni llar 
percentile, as h lslher pen:en. 
tlle ..... m be based on the score 
of thatspcclflccohort R 
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